
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Inspiration Awards 2026 
 
 
The Achievements and Ingenuity of the Villages-relais Honoured 
 
Danville, May 27, 2026 – The Fédération des Villages-relais du Québec (FVRQ) warmly 
congratulates the recipients of the 13th edition of the Inspiration Awards, presented in 
partnership with the Ministry of Transport and Sustainable Mobility. 
 
This edition brought together representatives from approximately fifty municipalities composing 
the Quebec Villages-relais network. It also offered the opportunity to recognize the inspiring 
work behind the 14 projects submitted this year. 
 
Organized as part of the Villages-relais Annual Congress, the awards ceremony was a unique 
occasion to highlight the dynamism and creativity demonstrated by municipalities and 
businesses from every region of Quebec. 
 
 
Quotes 
 
“The 13th edition of the Inspiration Awards once again highlights the expertise, innovation, and 
commitment that set the Villages-relais apart across Quebec. As this year’s host city, Baie-
Saint-Paul is honoured to collaborate with the Fédération des Villages-relais du Québec to 
showcase impactful projects that actively contribute to sustainable development, recognition, 
and the vitality of our communities. Congratulations to all the recipients, whose achievements 
inspire and advance our regions.” 
Michaël Pilote, Mayor of Baie-Saint-Paul 
 
“This recognition initiative shines a light on the remarkable efforts of the Villages-relais, both in 
welcoming visitors and in improving quality of life within their communities. Once again this year, 
the completed projects reflect the vitality and commitment of our network. Congratulations to all 
the recipients!” 
Ghislaine M. Hudon, Outgoing President of the Fédération des Villages-relais du Québec 
 
  



Highlights 
 
Submissions were evaluated by jury members based on criteria including citizen participation in 
the project, its added value to the community, the quality of the application, and its 
environmental impact. 
 
The jury presented the following awards as part of the Inspiration Awards 2026: 
 
Category Project Description Municipality Region 
Municipality 
Grand Prize 
Winner 

Le Sentier des 
couleurs 

Development of a pedestrian 
trail at the heart of Dégelis. 

Dégelis Bas-Saint-
Laurent 

Municipality 
Runner-up 
(2nd place) 

Fresque 
publique 
"D'hier à 
aujourd'hui" 

Creation of a 
commemorative space 
celebrating the history of the 
Rivière La Lièvre. 

Val-des-Bois Outaouais 

Municipality 
Runner-up 
(3rd place) 

Pédaler vers la 
piste à 
rouleaux 

Construction of a sports 
facility for cycling, 
skateboarding, BMX and 
scooter enthusiasts. 

New 
Richmond 

Gaspésie 

Ambassador 
Business 
Grand Prize 
Winner 

Gîte Les 
Pignons 

A welcoming and gourmet 
accommodation showcasing 
Victorian heritage and local 
flavours. 

Saint-
Damien-de-
Buckland 

Chaudière-
Appalaches 

Ambassador 
Business 
Finalist 

L'Économusée 
d'Atkins & 
Frères 

Establishment of an 
ÉCONOMUSÉE® in a 
flagship business, reinforcing 
its role as a key tourist and 
cultural attraction in 
Gaspésie. 

Saint-
Maxime-du-
Mont-Louis 

Gaspésie 

Ministry of 
Transport 
and 
Sustainable 
Mobility 
Special 
Recognition 

La promenade 
verte 

Development of a 
promenade connecting 
services, community spaces, 
and gathering places in a 
green and accessible setting. 

Sacré-Cœur Côte-Nord 

Jacques-
Hémond 
Award 

Le Triathlon de 
Lac-Etchemin 

A nationally recognized 
sporting event that highlights 
natural assets and fosters 
community mobilization. 

Lac-
Etchemin 

Chaudière-
Appalaches 

 
  



About the Villages-relais of Quebec 
 
The Villages-relais of Quebec network includes approximately fifty municipalities with fewer than 
10,000 residents, recognized by the Ministry of Transport and Sustainable Mobility. The 
network’s mission focuses on: 
 

• Enhancing road safety by providing accessible rest stops available at all times; 
• Offering pleasant rest areas and quality hospitality through a variety of services, major 

amenities, and tourist, cultural, and natural attractions; 
• Supporting local and regional development. 

 
 
Related Links 
 
Inspiring Villages-relais Projects 
List of Member Villages-relais 
 
 
 
Follow Us on Social Media 
 
Facebook 
Instagram 
X (formerly Twitter) 
Bluesky 
LinkedIn 
 
 
 
Contact 
 
Patrick Noël, Communications Advisor 
T: (819) 839-3444 
C: (418) 264-5329 
12-B, Route 116, Danville 
projet@villages-relais.qc.ca 

https://www.villages-relais.qc.ca/fr/villages/projets-inspirants/
https://www.villages-relais.qc.ca/fr/villages/villages-relais/
https://www.facebook.com/villagesrelais/?locale=fr_CA
https://www.instagram.com/federationvillagesrelais/?hl=fr
https://x.com/villagesrelais/status/1846976807184015626
https://web-cdn.bsky.app/profile/villagesrelaisqc.bsky.social
https://ca.linkedin.com/company/federation-des-villages-relais-du-quebec

